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BY SARAH MCGREER HOYT

More than seventy emergency 
personnel responded to 
the three-alarm fi re, which 
burned intermittently for 
nearly ten hours. 

ON MAY 22, A FIRE 
DEVASTATED HALE LIBRARY. 
SINCE THEN, WE’VE WORKED TO SAVE THE 
COLLECTIONS, PRESERVE THE BUILDING’S HISTORICAL 
ELEMENTS AND FIND NEW WAYS TO DELIVER 
SERVICES TO THE K-STATE COMMUNITY.

If you’ve spent time in Hale Library over the years, there’s a good chance 
you’ve experienced a fi re alarm. 

K-State Libraries employees have been through dozens, so they know the 
drill. Leave the building. Guide other occupants away from the entrances. 
Use the walkie talkies to communicate with the building manager, who 
communicates with administration and the fi re department.  

Eventually, they call the “all clear.” Everyone reenters the building.  

But on Tuesday, May 22, 2018, events unfolded di� erently.  

Employees in the Academic Learning Center on the fourth fl oor called the 
building manager to say that they smelled smoke.  

Minutes later, the fi re alarm went o� . 

Fire crews swarmed the building.  

No one called the “all clear.” No one reentered Hale Library.

Unexpected 
Journey 



Meanwhile, in Dallas, Tex., Dean of 
Libraries Lori Goetsch was getting 
ready for the closing banquet at 
a conference when she received a 
K-State alert via text. That’s how she 
received the news that a fi re was in 
progress. 

“I had no idea how dramatically life 
was about to change,” Goetsch said. 
“The rest of the trip was a blur of 
phone calls, text messages and—since 
I was stuck 10 hours away—a feeling 
of total powerlessness.” 

In Manhattan, Mike Haddock, 
associate dean, paced around the 
building trying to make sense of what 
he was seeing.  

“If you looked up at the east end of 
the Great Room near the roof, there's 
a little window, and you could see 
thick brown smoke coming out of 
it,” he said. “This is a long way from 
where they smelled smoke in the 
Academic Learning Center, so I’m 
thinking, ‘Why is there smoke coming 
out there?’ Then I walked around to 

the other side and there was smoke 
coming out from under the eaves on 
the north side of the Great Room.” 

Meanwhile, fi remen wearing oxygen 
tanks meant to last 20 minutes were 
rotating in and out of the building in 
teams. 

Because the smoke was so thick and 
so much exertion was required for 

them to make their way to the far end 
of the building on the fourth fl oor, 
the fi rst responders went in for about 
fi fteen minutes at a time.  

“I watched them when they came 
out,” Haddock said. “They ripped 
their stu�  o� , and then they would lie 
on the ground. A couple of them were 
given oxygen while the next group 
went in.” 

ON THE GROUND

While the blaze started on the roof, the intense smoke and heat a� ected all fi ve fl oors of the 550,000-square-foot 
building and made the fi re di�  cult to combat. Firefi ghters went into the building in teams, rotating in and 
out every fi fteen minutes.

Firefi ghters cut through the roofi ng in multiple locations in their attempt to 
isolate and extinguish the fi re. It burned under massive air handling units, 
complicating access.
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Roberta Johnson, director of 
administrative and IT services, was 
overwhelmed by helplessness as she 
watched the scene unfold.  

“It was surreal,” she said. “As the 
evening went on, the certainty sunk 
in that this was not going to be what 
we were used to: Contained, small, 
everybody goes in and helps, and it 
gets better. The longer I watched the 
volume of water that was headed 
into the building, the more certain 
I was that this was not going to be 
something we could handle.” 

Kathryn Talbot, preservation 
coordinator and head of K-State 
Libraries’ disaster preparedness team, 
knew Johnson was right. Around 8 
p.m. on Tuesday, she started calling 
companies that manage large-scale 
emergency recovery and restoration. 
“We were preregistered with two 
companies that specialize in cleaning 
up after events like hurricanes and 
tornadoes,” Talbot said. “So I called 
to say, ‘I think we might need your 
assistance.’ After four hours, I knew it 
was really bad.” 

When the 70 fi refi ghters from the 
Manhattan Fire Department, Fort 
Riley, Blue Township and other units 
had completed their operation, they’d 
saved Hale Library from a smoldering 
blaze that crept along the roof, hiding 
under the air handling units and 
creating dense, brown smoke. 

Late that evening, as crews continued 
to monitor the scene, hundreds of 
thousands of gallons of water seeped 
through the 550,000-square-foot 
building, the price of preserving the 
structure.  

The last emergency units were still on 
scene Wednesday morning. 

On May 24, President Richard Myers and Dean Goetsch 
surveyed the damage for the fi rst time. 

Water seeps through Farrell Library’s limestone exterior 
two days after the fi re. Hundreds of thousands of 
gallons of water were used in fi refi ghting e� orts.

The fi re started in the roof just outside these balcony doors in the Academic 
Learning Center, a study space for athletes. ALC employees reported 
smelling smoke right before the alarm sounded. 
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Before inspections by the federal 
fi re marshal, structural engineer 
and others were complete, before 
Libraries employees were allowed in 
the building and before crews started 
the massive process of packing out 
books, answers were in short supply. 
Were the collections dry? Would the 
technology be salvageable? Would 
Hale Library open in days, weeks or 
months? Librarians were dogged 

by questions, but information was 
scarce. 

In fact, for most employees with 
o�  ces in Hale, work came to a 
screeching halt: They had no access 
to the building, computer fi les or 
library resources. There was nothing 
to do but wait. 

Meanwhile, IT Services personnel 
worked nonstop to restore vital online 
systems that went down during the 
fi re, including the university’s website, 
email, payroll, fi nancial aid and 
teaching software, all of which ran on 

servers in a Hale Library basement 
data center. Much of the campus 
community was paralyzed without 
the tools they needed to do their 
jobs. 

On May 23, Goetsch got o�  a plane 
and went straight into a two-hour 
debriefi ng. During a break, she 
walked over to see Hale Library for 
the fi rst time since the fi re.  

“It was heartbreaking,” Goetsch said. 
“As we walked up, you could hear 
the water fl owing inside the building. 
Waves of smoke were still coming out 

Water pools across the Great Room fl oor. Historic Farrell Library was the most severely damaged portion of the 
building. The original oak library tables in the Great Room were warped beyond repair.

The post-recovery inventory itemized more than 1,970 
pieces of technology—monitors, laptops and more. 
Most were unsalvageable. 

A collapsing drop ceiling drapes over the equipment 
check out desk. Water cascaded from the Great Room 
into information technology o�  ces on the second fl oor.

THE UNKNOWN
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The fi re burned through the south side of the Great Room roof in two separate places. While the murals below 
su� ered extensive water damage, every e� ort will be made to save them.

Portions of Farrell Library’s roof, attic and ceiling were 
destroyed. The hole was covered by a temporary roof 
(at top); charred plaster, debris and beams remained. 

Portions of plasterwork were damaged by water and 
fell from the walls, like this decorative capital. 

“IT WAS HEARTBREAKING. 

AS WE WALKED UP, 

YOU COULD HEAR 

THE WATER FLOWING 

INSIDE THE BUILDING. 

WAVES OF SMOKE WERE 

STILL COMING OUT OF 

THE WINDOWS AND 

DOORS, AND THE SMELL 

WAS OVERWHELMING. 

HONESTLY, I WAS 

DEVASTATED.”

— DEAN LORI GOETSCH
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of the windows and doors, and the 
smell was overwhelming. Honestly, I 
was devastated.”  

Things only got worse on May 24 
when Goetsch and President Myers 
were among the initial group who 
were allowed to survey the damage.  

“Water was cascading down the 
walls in Room 117 and standing in 
pools in the Great Room,” Goetsch 
said. “I can’t convey how di�  cult it 
was to comprehend the scope of the 
destruction. We walked through all 
fi ve fl oors, and the one silver lining 
was that our special collections on 
the fi fth fl oor were dry.”  

As soon as Belfor Property 
Restoration, an international disaster 
response agency, was on the 
ground, they began working with 
the employees most responsible for 
collection management, especially 
Talbot and Michelle Turvey-Welch, 
head of metadata, preservation and 
digital initiatives. The fi rst course of 
action was to remove wet books as 
quickly as possible.  

“We knew that the longer our 
materials sat exposed to water and 
covered by toxic soot, the more 
di�  cult the recovery process would 
be in the long-term,” Johnson said. 
“Once we could fi nally get in, we had 
to act fast, and Belfor’s crew of nearly 
200 put in long, hard shifts, working 
round-the-clock in twelve-hour shifts 
for the fi rst several weeks.” 

While everyone was eager to help 
out, the conditions—no lights, no air 
conditioning, poor air quality—meant 
that a limited number of Libraries 
employees were able to participate 
in the recovery e� orts. Others waited 
anxiously to hear when they would be 
able to go back to work.  

Joelle Pitts had started her new 
position as interim head of academic 
services on May 20, just two days 
before the fi re. Her department 
includes the subject librarians who 

work intensively with campus faculty 
and students.  

“I think almost everyone was in 
shock,” Pitts said. “For our librarians, 
one of the things that compounded 
the stress was the need to respond 
to students and faculty. We’re used 
to being able to provide answers, 
and they all wanted to know how the 

fi re would a� ect their fall classes and 
the collections they rely on for their 
research. But because everything 
moved so quickly between fi rst 
responders, the disaster recovery 
team and administrators, it seemed 
as if the information we were able 
to provide was only good for a few 
hours before the situation changed 
again.” 

After a row of books was removed, their outline remains visible in the soot 
stuck to the shelf. Toxic soot coated every surface; in most areas, it was 
impossible to remove.
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Goetsch, former Provost April Mason and Johnson 
reviewed the situation in the early days of the recovery 
process.

Talbot was one of the librarians who led e� orts to 
protect the collection and implement its relocation to 
o� site storage. Their recovery e� orts were complicated 
by a lack of reliable power in the building.

The electrical infrastructure was destroyed, so 
generators powered temporary lighting. Hale Library 
still lacks house power.

Mold broke out in isolated portions of the collection. 
Wet materials were sent to a specialized preservation 
lab in Texas. 

“ONCE WE COULD FINALLY 
GET IN, WE HAD TO ACT FAST, 
AND BELFOR’S CREW OF NEARLY 
200 PUT IN LONG, HARD SHIFTS, 
WORKING ROUND-THE-CLOCK IN 
TWELVE-HOUR SHIFTS FOR THE 
FIRST SEVERAL WEEKS.”
— ROBERTA JOHNSON
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Once the details emerged, here is 
what became clear:

 The accidental fi re started on 
the roof.  

 Several hundred thousand 
gallons of water were used to fi ght 
the fi re. Sprinklers ran longer than 
they might have had to because the 
smoke was so thick that shut-o�  
valves were unreachable.  

 The 1927 Farrell Library 
experienced the greatest damage. 
This specifi cally a� ected the 
Academic Learning Center (an 
athletic tutoring facility) on fourth 
fl oor, the third fl oor Great Room, 
IT Services o�  ces on second fl oor, 
and Room 117 on fi rst fl oor. All had 
severe water damage. 

 Salvaging wet materials 
became priority number one. Wet 
books were packed and stored in 
campus dining center freezers until 
they could be shipped to a facility 
in Texas that remediates water 
damage. 

 On all levels of the building, 
soot stained everything it touched, 
especially on fourth fl oor. Typically, 
soot can be wiped o� , but for 
reasons that aren’t yet clear, the 
soot in Hale Library was almost 
baked on. In fact, samples were 
sent to the Library of Congress 
preservation lab for further testing. 

 The building lacked power, so 
recovery e� orts were complicated: 
Since there were no elevators, crews 
had to work and navigate multiple 
fl ights of stairs in near darkness and 
oppressive heat.  

One week passed like this … then 
two. In order to bring everyone back 
to work, alternate spaces had to 
be identifi ed. By June 5, nearly 150 
K-State Libraries and IT Services 
faculty, sta�  and student employees 
had been relocated to 13 di� erent 
buildings spread across campus. 

At this point, the question was no 
longer “When will we get back into 
Hale Library?” but instead, “How 
can we get the materials out of the 
building?” and “How can we provide 
core services—research assistance, 
interlibrary loan and more?”  

“The reality of the situation started 
to sink in … and frankly, it continues 
to sink in,” Goetsch said. “While the 
blaze was limited to an area above 
the Great Room, the damage was not. 
We will be working out of alternate 
o�  ce spaces and rebuilding Hale 
Library not for just a few months but 
for about two years.” 

Three months after the disaster, the 
building was nearly empty and most 
of the shelving was gone.  

At fi rst, Turvey-Welch and Talbot 
hoped that some of the dry, soot-
stained books in the stacks and all 
of the materials in the Richard L. 
D. & Marjorie J. Morse Department 
of Special Collections could be 
cleaned onsite. However, because the 
building lacks consistent power, the 
spaces experienced unacceptable 
fl uctuations in temperature and 
humidity. Ultimately, more than 1.5 
million items were moved o� site to 
ensure their safety.  

By early September, more than 
140,000 boxes of books had 
been relocated to three separate 
warehouse locations that provide 
a total of 78,000 square feet of 
storage and workspace for cleaning 
materials. Additional storage will be 
required for clean books to avoid 
recontamination. 

“The Belfor crew that cleans the 
books is a well-oiled machine,” Talbot 
said. “The systems they have put in 
place to organize and track more 
than a million books are amazing. I 
am optimistic about the future of our 
collections because we have them on 
board.”  

The books aren’t the only thing that’s 
been packed out of the building. 
Crews have gutted dozens of spaces 
that were declared a complete loss. 
They have also disposed of more 
than 100 industrial-sized dumpster 
loads of furniture, along with all of 
the carpet, the drop ceiling and an 
enormous amount of drywall.  

“We’re looking at a blank slate,” 
Johnson said. “The fi rst fl oor 
renovation that was supposed to 
start this summer was only the fi rst 

Soot-covered furniture and boxes of books await removal from 
Hale Library’s fi rst fl oor. Most tables and chairs su� ered smoke damage 
and were unsalvageable.

SINCE THEN
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A crew member vacuums a smoke-damaged book. 
More than 1.5 million items will be individually cleaned, 
re-boxed and stored until Hale Library is renovated.

Like the other four fl oors, the fi rst fl oor is nearly empty. The carpet and drop ceiling system were removed throughout 
the building. In some places, a few feet of drywall was cut away; in others, walls were stripped down to the studs.

A Belfor worker vacuums above the drop ceiling 
system. The soot had to be cleaned from all surfaces 
throughout the building, including the ductwork.

“THE BELFOR CREW THAT CLEANS 
THE BOOKS IS A WELL-OILED MACHINE. 
THE SYSTEMS THEY HAVE PUT IN PLACE 
TO ORGANIZE AND TRACK MORE THAN 
A MILLION BOOKS ARE AMAZING. 
I AM OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE FUTURE 
OF OUR COLLECTIONS BECAUSE 
WE HAVE THEM ON BOARD.”
— KATHRYN TALBOT
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step; we planned on renovating 
other fl oors eventually. Now all of it 
will happen at once. That’s part of 
what allows me to get up every day: 
Knowing that the end result once we 
get through all of this is going to be 
better for the students at K-State.”  

President Myers notes that the 
Libraries employees are working hard 
to provide high-quality support for 
faculty, students and sta�  for as long 
as it takes to get Hale Library back 
online.  

“Certainly we are all very 
disappointed that the building 
won’t be available this year, but an 
impressive number of library services 
are available in locations across 
campus this fall,” Myers said. “The 
best news is that when the library 
opens its doors, it will be a very 
modern facility with all the services 
and support expected of a top-notch 
university. This is something that we 

could only dream of before the fi re 
gave us the opportunity to rebuild.” 

In July, architecture fi rm PGAV began 
meeting with Libraries administrators, 
employees and other constituents 
in order to create renovation plans. 
Their vision will dovetail with the pre-
existing fi rst fl oor plan from architects 
Hoefer Wysocki.  

Goetsch is 
both stoic and 
hopeful when 
refl ecting on 
life since she 
received that 
May 22 text. 

“We did not 
know then that 
the damage 
would be so 
extensive, 
the recovery 
process so 

lengthy or the need to re-envision 
Hale Library so vital,” Goetsch said. 
“But an opportunity has arisen that 
no one could have anticipated. It’s our 
new reality, and we intend to use this 
moment to create a new, improved 
Hale Library. K-State deserves 
nothing less.” 

The walls in the Great Room absorbed a lot of water, which put the murals in jeopardy. Conservationists used the 
sca� olding to monitor the plaster, clean the murals and otherwise ensure their safety until they can be fully restored.

A raised fl oor was created on top of sca� olding to 
allow crews to dismantle and repair the Great Room 
ceiling and roof.
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“AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
THAT NO ONE COULD HAVE ANTICIPATED. 
IT’S OUR NEW REALITY, AND WE INTEND TO USE THIS 
MOMENT TO CREATE A NEW, IMPROVED HALE LIBRARY. 
K-STATE DESERVES NOTHING LESS.”
— DEAN LORI GOETSCH

In fragile areas, a thermoplastic adhesive was injected 
into the murals and then heated to keep the paint from 
fl aking o�  of the wall.

The original wooden beams and decorative work, 
including the 50-pound oak acorn fi nials, will be 
restored for use in the renovated Great Room. 

The Great Room’s massive oak beams were deinstalled. 
Everything that is salvageable will be refi nished and put 
back in place once the space is repaired.

Make a donation to Help for Hale 
through the KSU Foundation: 

give.evertrue.com/ksu/help-for-hale
or contact Chris Spooner, associate vice 
president of development programs, at 

785-532-7697 or chriss@ksufoundation.org.

SUPPORT OUR EFFORTS TO BUILD A 
HALE LIBRARY FOR K-STATE’S FUTURE!
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BY MARISA LARSON

THE NEXT GENERATION CONTINUES 
THEIR SUPPORT OF

K-STATE LIBRARIES

HALE
Family

THE
Nearly three decades 
ago, Joyce and H.D. 
“Joe” Hale of Shawnee 
Mission, Kansas, helped 
transform the Kansas 
State University campus 
by giving the lead gift 
to build Hale Library.  
That investment brought a much-
needed addition to Farrell Library, 
building space for essential resources 
and learning spaces for students. 
The Hale family is investing in 
K-State again by contributing to the 
upcoming Hale Library fi rst fl oor 
renovation. 

When Alan Hale learned about the 
library renovation and the need 
for funding, he took the idea of 
supporting the project to his siblings, 
John Hale, Dana Nelson, Karen Young, 
Lisa Hale and Mollie Carter. 

“Our family has deep roots in Kansas 
and a long connection with K-State,” 
Alan said. “We believe strongly in 
education, so e� orts like the library 
renovation speak to the values we 
hold. We’re proud of our family’s 
association with the library and 
K-State’s academic achievements. 
Supporting the library renovation 
seemed like a natural thing for us to 
do.”

Despite the May 22, 2018 fi re that 
a� ected this beloved and historic 
campus landmark, the fi rst fl oor 

renovation will continue — and will 
likely now expand in scope. In fact, 
the creative thinking and innovation 
that inspired the fi rst fl oor renovation 
will now fuel the recovery and 
expedited renovation of the other 
fl oors of the building.

“We recognize that our world 
is changing and academics are 
changing,” Mollie said. “The 
way people learn and even the 
competencies that universities are 
teaching; all of it is changing, so 

it seems really important for the 
infrastructure to keep up with that. 
The library is a convening spot and 
clearly, with this project, the university 
recognizes this and developed a 
forward-looking plan to address it.”

Prior to the fi re, the Libraries were on 
the cusp of a privately funded $5.8 
million fi rst fl oor renovation. Now that 
the need is even greater, philanthropy 
will play an integral part in helping 
reimagine the Hale Library of the 21st 
century.

lib.k-state.edu   15

Kansas natives Joyce Vanier 
Hale and the late H.D. “Joe” Hale were lifelong 
proponents of education. Joe, a WWII veteran, served 
as president, and later, chairman of ADM Milling 
Company. He was a recognized leader in the fl our and 
grain milling industry. Joyce was an employee of Cedar 
Creek Ranch. Their six children proudly continue the 
couple’s legacy of philanthropy.

“WE BELIEVE STRONGLY IN EDUCATION, 
SO EFFORTS LIKE THE LIBRARY RENOVATION

 SPEAK TO THE VALUES WE HOLD.”
— ALAN HALE

The recovery process will start on the fi rst fl oor. We hope to open 
the doors to the new space—including an inviting new café area named 
in honor of the Hale family—in Fall 2019.
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World War I raged in Europe 
during the summer of 1918, and U.S. 
leaders were unsure how long it 
would continue. In preparation for 
a long-term confl ict, they created 
the Students’ Army Training Corps 
(SATC) at over 500 educational 
institutions across the U.S., including 
K-State. Ceremonial inductions 
occurred nationally on October 1, 
but since the armistice occurred on 
November 11, the SATC lasted for 
less than three months. Despite its 
short life, the SATC helped K-State 
strengthen its relationship with the 
military and recover enrollment losses 
from earlier enlistments.

For decades, K-State provided 
“military tactics” instruction as 
dictated by the Morrill Act of 1862, 
which established land-grant 
institutions. In fact, the familiar 
campus program known as the 
Reserve O�  cers’ Training Corps 
(ROTC) formally began at K-State in 
January 1918.

Then, in August 1918, the Committee 
on Education and Special Training in 
the War Department wrote President 

William M. Jardine that the SATC “is 
intended, as an emergency measure, 
greatly to increase the scope of 
military instruction at colleges and 
so to provide a larger number of 
educated and 
trained men for the 
Army’s needs.” The 
committee noted 
that any existing 
ROTC cadets could 
transition directly to 
the SATC while the 
ROTC was inactive 
during the war.

At K-State, the SATC 
induction ceremony 
for the 1,118 men 
featured three 
speakers: President Jardine, Major 
General Leonard Wood (responsible 
for training at Camp Funston) and 
Captain George Sturges (K-State 
SATC commander). In the roughly 10 
weeks that the SATC operated, more 
than 2,000 soldiers came through 
campus to prepare for military 
service. In fact, men’s enrollment had 
decreased one-third from fall 1916 

to fall 1917, yet recovered 10% by fall 
1918.

K-State’s academic courses for 
these soldiers helped prepare 
them to serve as blacksmiths, 
carpenters, electricians, farriers, 
foundrymen, machinists, mechanics, 
radio operators, vehicle drivers and 
welders. Divided into two main 
groups of multiple companies, 
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Remembering the Students’ Army Training Corps 100 Years Later

Above: The SATC stands in 
formation on the grounds east of 
the Auditorium, November 1918.

Below: The SATC under review on the 
grounds east of the Auditorium with 

Fairchild Hall in the background.

Section A had over 700 who were 
academically qualifi ed as college 
students, and Section B had over 500 
who received vocational training.

SATC members earned $30 each 
month plus free education, health 
care, uniforms, housing and food. 
Each week they had eleven hours 
of military training, two hours of 
theoretical instruction and fourteen 
credit hours of classes. For housing, 
some slept on cots in Nichols 
Gymnasium, others bunked in hastily 
constructed barracks (one of which 
K-State Facilities uses today) and still 

more stayed 
in the YMCA 
or one of nine 
fraternity 
houses.

The soldiers faced a signifi cant 
challenge from the infl uenza 
pandemic. It was severe enough 
that their work stopped twice for a 
total of fi ve weeks—almost half of 
the SATC’s existence. While nearly 
all recovered—thanks to excellent 
local care—there were eleven soldiers 
who died.  Because of their status as 
soldier-students, they have not been 
included in K-State’s memorial to 
World War I veterans.

At 3:00 a.m. on November 11, 1918, 
bells and whistles in Manhattan 
announced the signing of the 
armistice to end the war. After stores 
closed and classes were canceled 
that afternoon, the SATC band led its 
men, civilian cars and schoolchildren 
in a parade from the courthouse to 

City Park. There attendees enjoyed an 
SATC military review to celebrate the 
conclusion of the Great War.

The end of war meant demobilizing 
the SATC. Soldiers began mustering 
out early in December and 
concluded on December 17. Some 
soldiers remained as students while 
others decided to return home. 
Shortly thereafter, plans were 
formalized to keep military training 
on campus by bringing back the 
ROTC. Notwithstanding the SATC’s 
brief existence, it provided an 
adaptable framework to sustain the 
development of the ROTC on campus 
and continued a tradition of military 
service for K-State students.

The Richard L. D. and Marjorie J. Morse 
Department of Special Collections at 
K-State Libraries preserves and collects 
Kansas State University’s history. 
K-State Keepsakes are compiled from 
photos, diaries, memorabilia and 
documents in University Archives. 
Because of the fi re, materials have been 
moved o¡ site. They will be available 
to the public once our collections are 
returned to a renovated Hale Library.

Left: SATC men used willows from the 
Blue River to make these dummies for 
bayonet practice on their training grounds 
where the parking garage is today. These 
women found them unoccupied and 
enjoyed a mock training session.

Above: This 
unsigned illustration 

humorously 
depicted in the 1919 
Royal Purple the ill-
fi tting uniforms for 

SATC men. 

Right: Some of the 
auto mechanics in 

the SATC posed for 
this photograph 
in the 1919 Royal 

Purple.



FALL 2018 | K-STATE LIBRARIES 18

 It might be di�  cult to think of a 
more thoughtful gift. 
 Late last year, alumnus and 
donor Richard D. Rees presented a 
book by Dwight D. Eisenhower to 
the university, K-State Libraries and 
Richard and Mary Jo Myers. Rees 
made the gift in memory of his late 
parents, Leonard and Beatrice Rees, 
who were also K-Staters.
 Eisenhower wrote "Crusade in 
Europe" in 1948, a few years before 
he became president. Only 1,426 
copies of the book were printed, 
and the fi rst 25 copies were bound 
in leather and included a slipcase. 
Those volumes were reserved for 
Eisenhower to give to family and 
friends. 
 Rees gifted No. 7, which has a 
tremendous importance to K-State: 
It is the copy Eisenhower presented 
to Milton Eisenhower, his youngest 
brother and president of the 
university 1943-50.
 Inside the book, which 
is now part of the Richard 
L. D. and Marjorie J. Morse 
Department of Special 
Collections, Eisenhower 
wrote: "For Milton and 
Helen — In the realization 
that if I could have had the help of 
Milton in preparing this work its value, 
if any, would have been multiplied for 
every reader. With lasting devotion 
and a� ection from their brother. Ike."

 "It's an extraordinary thing to 
hold this volume in one's hands and 
realize that the last time it was on 
this campus, it was likely in the same 
home that President Myers now 
lives in," said Cli�  Hight, university 
archivist. 
 In addition to the book's 
provenance as a volume from Milton 
Eisenhower's personal library, 
its military subject matter and 
connection to Abilene also make the 
gift meaningful. "Crusade in Europe" 
chronicles Dwight Eisenhower's 
experiences in World War II, where 
the fi ve-star general served as the 
supreme commander of the Allied 
expeditionary forces. Myers also 
enjoyed a distinguished military 
career as a four-star Air Force general 
and chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Sta� . Rees' parents and Mary Jo 
Myers are all from Abilene, the

Eisenhowers' hometown. And fi nally, 
Richard Myers and Milton Eisenhower 
are the only Kansas State University 
alumni to serve as president of the 
university. 

 Rees, who was born in Manhattan 
and earned degrees from K-State 
in 1961 and 1964, acquired the 
book from a rare books dealer in 
Pennsylvania. While presenting 
the book in President Myers' o�  ce, 
Rees said, "When I learned that the 
book had been in the possession 
of K-State's ninth president, I was 
determined to return the book to its 
original home."
 Rees has been a generous K-State 
donor for years. He has given to the 
Libraries and to the Historic Costume 
and Textile Museum in the College of 
Human Ecology, in memory of his late 
wife, Janet, who died in 2010.

 "This book has such signifi cance to 
Kansas State University," Myers said. 
"On behalf of the university, I thank 
Dick for this incredibly thoughtful gift. 
It's an irreplaceable treasure."

newsLIBRARY  |  

UniQue book 

makes its way back 

ON BEHALF OF THE UNIVERSITY, I THANK 
DICK FOR THIS INCREDIBLY THOUGHTFUL GIFT. 
IT'S AN IRREPLACEABLE TREASURE.

— PRESIDENT RICHARD MYERS

“
”

BY DWIGHT EISENHOWER

TO K-STATE Honored guest General Dwight Eisenhower 
salutes the fl ag at the 1948 homecoming parade 

as Milton Eisenhower looks on.
BY SARAH MCGREER HOYT

Fortunately, the book was protected by an archival storage box, so it did not su� er 
smoke damage in the fi re. It will be stored o� site until materials return to Hale Library. lib.k-state.edu   19

ABOVE & 
BEYOND
K-State Libraries 
honored several 
employees at its 
annual recognition 
ceremony on 
March 26, 2018.

BRICE G. HOBROCK 
DISTINGUISHED FACULTY 
AWARD 

Cli�  Hight, university 
archivist, received the 
Hobrock Award, which 
recognizes outstanding 
faculty librarianship. 
Hight maintains and 
preserves university 
records, everything from 
photos to documents 
from the president’s o�  ce 
to electronic records. He 
received master’s degrees 
in history and in archives 
and records administration 
from the University at 
Albany, SUNY.

DEAN’S AWARD 

Mary Bailey received 
the Dean's Award, which 
recognizes a non-tenure 
track professional's 
contributions in the 
previous two academic 
years. Bailey has more 
than 40 years of library 
experience, primarily in 
acquisitions, cataloging and 
bibliographic maintenance 
of print serials and 
electronic resources. She 
received her master’s in 
library and information 
science from Emporia State 
University.

SUPPORT STAFF OF THE 
YEAR AWARD 

Debbie Wasinger, 
accounting specialist, 
received Support Sta�  of 
the Year honors for her 
dedication and ability to 
work successfully across 
the organization. Wasinger 
received her degree in 
accounting/business 
management from Fort 
Hays State University. 

The Kirmser Award 
recognizes and promotes 
outstanding undergraduate 
scholarship. Applications 
are evaluated in part on use 
of library resources. The 
grand prize winners receive 
$1,000, and their work is 
deposited in the online 
K-State Research Exchange. 

Individual freshman 
category: Ayana Belk, 
freshman in landscape 
architecture, Kansas 
City, Mo. Belk completed 
"Reviving Troost: Using 
Phytotechnology to 

Decontaminate Troost 
Avenue's Vacant Lots" 
for Topics/Developing 
Scholars Seminar taught by 
Anne Beamish, associate 
professor of landscape 
architecture and regional 
and community planning.

Individual non-freshman 
category: Scott Heise, senior 
in communication studies, 
Manhattan, completed 
"Follower Behavior and 
Followership Identity: A 
Follower's Perspective" for 
Senior Colloquium taught 
by Natalie Pennington, 

assistant professor of 
communication studies.

Group research category: 
Maxwell Burden, Benton; 
Quanqing Guo, Manhattan; 
Laura Krueger, Lebo; 
and Nicholas Young, 
Topeka, all juniors in 
biological and agricultural 
engineering, completed 
"Pond Eutrophication" 
for Biological Systems 
Engineering Project II 
taught by Lisa Wilken, 
assistant professor of 
biological and agricultural 
engineering.

THE KIRMSER UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH AWARD

NICK BOUZIANISQUANQING GUO NICHOLAS YOUNGSCOTT HEISEAYANA BELK

THE MORSE 
SCHOLARSHIP 
The $3,000 Marjorie J. & 
Richard L. D. Morse Family 
and Community Public Policy 
Scholarship is awarded to an 
undergraduate project that 
encourages the development 
of public policy for improving 
the quality of family and 
community life. The 2018 
winner is Nick Bouzianis, 
junior in nutritional sciences 
and pre-medicine, Tecumseh, 
Kan. His project is “Renters 
Together: A Critical 
Refl ection of an Immersive 
Community Organizing 
Experience in Rural, Midwest 
America.”

LAURA KRUEGERMAXWELL BURDEN
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ORDER ONLINE: 
bit.ly/haleshirt
(Or scan code with your 
smart device camera.)

GET YOUR HALE T-SHIRT TODAY!
On May 22, 2018, a fi re at Hale Library caused 
catastrophic damage. Join us in building a next-generation 
library for K-State students and researchers: Show your support with 
our new t-shirt. Proceeds will help restore and rebuild Hale Library.


