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Developing Your Digital Identity 
as Part of an Educational Strategy



PREP: Michigan State Graduate School Career and 
Professional Development Model

• planning throughout the graduate 
program to identify and successfully 
achieve career goals

• developing resilience and tenacity to 
thrive through personal and 
professional stages

• practicing active engagement in 
making important life decisions and in 
acquiring the skills necessary to attain 
career goals

• attaining high standards of 
professionalism in research and 
teaching

https://grad.msu.edu/sites/default/files/content/prep/planyourwork.pdf



Developing a Personal Professional Development Plan

Where do you want to take your 
career?

  What does your resume need    
to look like?

What do you need to do to 
generate that resume?

Identify desired 
results

Determine 
acceptable evidence

Plan learning 
experiences & 

instruction

Stages in the Backward Design Process 
(Wiggins, G. & McTighe, J. 1998)



(Re)Claiming Your Narrative

Research Identity

Representing Your Expertise

Tell a Story of Your Work

“Publish” Your Whole Portfolio

Enhance the Discoverability of Your Work
http://www.aaup.org/reports-
and-publications/academe



How to Maintain Your Digital Identity as an Academic

See more at: 
https://chroniclevitae.com/news/854-how-to-
maintain-your-digital-identity-as-an-academic

https://chroniclevitae.com/news/854-how-to-maintain-your-digital-identity-as-an-academic
https://chroniclevitae.com/news/854-how-to-maintain-your-digital-identity-as-an-academic


1. Develop Your Online Identity



Kramer, Bianca; Bosman, Jeroen (2015): 101 
Innovations in Scholarly Communication - the 
Changing Research Workflow. figshare. Poster. 
https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.1286826.v1 



Kramer, Bianca; Bosman, Jeroen (2015): 101 Innovations in Scholarly Communication - the 
Changing Research Workflow. figshare. Poster. https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.1286826.v1 



Emerging Issue: Identity & Reputation

Scholarly Identity on the Internet

The research community 

has lacked the ability to 

link researchers and 

scholars with their 

professional activities.

Name ambiguity

Discoverability within and across databases

Author, grantee, and faculty record 
management

Output tracking

Research reporting and impact assessment 



Emerging Issue: Identity & Reputation
ORCIDs

http://orcid.org/



2. Representing Your Expertise



Representing Your Expertise



and
Build Scholarly Profiles 

with 

Scholia is a project to present bibliographic 
information and scholarly profiles of 

authors and institutions using Wikidata, the 
community-curated database supporting 

Wikipedia and all other Wikimedia projects. 



3. Tell a Story of Your Work



Engaging Readers

•Dissemination should be the other 50% of what authors do: 
being read and having impact will not happen by itself.

•Authors can influence discovery and readership through 
owned media – i.e. their own communication activities.

•Earned media – i.e. when influencers write about your work – 
is key to reaching larger and more diverse audiences.

•There is plenty of data for tracking engagement and use of 
articles, but it is scattered across multiple tools and providers 
and can be misleading or even incorrect.

•Listservs can have higher engagement than modern, ‘cool’, 
social networking tools.



Tell a Story of Your Work

Websites



Metrics to show Research Impact
Bibliometrics – citation-based metrics

Journal Impact - measure of the 
influence that a particular journal has 
in its field

• Web of Science - Journal Impact 
Factor (JIF)

• Scopus - Scimago Journal Rank* 
(SJR), Source Normalized Impact per 
Paper* (SNIP), CiteScore

Learn more at K-State Libraries Research Impact/Bibliometrics Research Guide

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/318940072_Are_Sci
entometrics_Informetrics_and_Bibliometrics_different

https://guides.lib.k-state.edu/c.php?g=181705&p=4492830


Metrics to show Research Impact
Bibliometrics – citation-based metrics

Individual Research Impact
- Citation analysis - Google Scholar, Scopus, & Web of Science
- H-index  the maximum value of h such that the given 

author/journal has published at least h papers that have 
each been cited at least h times.

https://guides.lib.k-state.edu/c.php?g=181705&p=4492830 

https://guides.lib.k-state.edu/c.php?g=181705&p=4492830


Metrics to Show Research Impact

Altmetrics – complements bibliometrics – tracks the volume and 
nature of online attention to research, indicating how others are 
engaging with your research

• Policy
• Blogs
• News sites

• Social Media
• Wikipedia
• Syllabi

• Citation Databases
• YouTube
• Reference Managers



Google 
Scholar
Profile



Carefully Evaluating Your Research

Duarte, Kedma. (2017). Assessing Researcher 
Quality for Collaborative Purposes. 

Hicks, D., Wouters, P., Waltman, L. et al. Bibliometrics: The Leiden Manifesto for 
research metrics. Nature 520, 429–431 (2015). https://doi.org/10.1038/520429a





4. “Publish” All of Your Work



“Publish” Your Work

K-REx 
K-State Research Exchange



Enhance the Discoverability of 
Your Work: Make Your Work 
Accessible



Open Access

•Open Access literature is digital, online, free of 
charge, and free of most copyright and licensing 
restrictions

•Works are still covered by copyright law, but Open 
Access terms apply to allow sharing and reuse

•All major OA initiatives for scientific and scholarly 
literature insist on the importance of peer review

A movement in higher 
education to increase access 
to scholarly research and 
communication, not limiting 
it solely to subscribers or 
purchasers of works.



OSTP Memorandum August 25, 2022
This memorandum provides policy guidance to federal agencies 
with research and development expenditures on updating their 
public access policies. In accordance with this memorandum, 
OSTP recommends that federal agencies, to the extent 
consistent with applicable law:

1. Update their public access policies as soon as possible, 
and no later than December 31st , 2025, to make 
publications and their supporting data resulting from 
federally funded research publicly accessible without an 
embargo on their free and public release;
2. Establish transparent procedures that ensure scientific 
and research integrity is maintained in public access 
policies; and,
3. Coordinate with OSTP to ensure equitable delivery of 
federally funded research results and data.



K-State’s 
Open 
Repository

K-REx 
K-State Research Exchange



Open Sharing of the 
Paper and the Data

https://peerj.com/articles/182/#supplem
ental-information

https://peerj.com/articles/182/%23supplemental-information
https://peerj.com/articles/182/%23supplemental-information


Open Data
Open Sharing of the 
Paper and the Data

http://figshare.com/articles/Segmentatio
n_data_for_braincase_of_Parasauroloph
us_sp_Hadrosauridae_Dinosauria_/6641
71

http://figshare.com/articles/Segmentation_data_for_braincase_of_Parasaurolophus_sp_Hadrosauridae_Dinosauria_/664171
http://figshare.com/articles/Segmentation_data_for_braincase_of_Parasaurolophus_sp_Hadrosauridae_Dinosauria_/664171
http://figshare.com/articles/Segmentation_data_for_braincase_of_Parasaurolophus_sp_Hadrosauridae_Dinosauria_/664171
http://figshare.com/articles/Segmentation_data_for_braincase_of_Parasaurolophus_sp_Hadrosauridae_Dinosauria_/664171


Open Data
Open Sharing of the 
Paper and the Data

http://dinosaurjoe.org/joes-
bones/digital-joe/joes-skull-
reconstruction/

http://dinosaurjoe.org/joes-bones/digital-joe/joes-skull-reconstruction/
http://dinosaurjoe.org/joes-bones/digital-joe/joes-skull-reconstruction/
http://dinosaurjoe.org/joes-bones/digital-joe/joes-skull-reconstruction/


Open Data
Open Sharing 
of the Paper 
and the Data

http://journals.plos.org/plosone
/article?id=10.1371/journal.pon

e.0000308

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0000308
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0000308
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0000308


Preservation
• Journals aren’t around forever. What happens to your 

digital scholarship if they cease publication?
• Is there a print copy available?
• Does the publisher provide a DOI?
• Do you have permission to publish/share preprint or 

postprints in an institutional repository?
• What is the repository’s retention policy?



Contacts

Carolyn Jackson
Associate professor
Scholarly Communication and Open Educational Resources 
Librarian
(785)532-3514
Email: csjaxon@k-state.edu

Slides by Carolyn Jackson and Bruce Herbert
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